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19.00 Thursday 17th  March 2022
GF Community Hall

Steering Group Pre-Meeting

SG Members:  Shobhana Shah, Sharon Reid, Varsha Patel, Rekha Mehta, Erica Fontaine, Dennis Barker, and Francine Reid.

Co-optee: Paddy Lyne.
ITA: Raj Kumar and Casey Dalton.
Apologies: Ken Woods, Bill Beardon, Amita Jagai-Kempster, Shaz Mohammed, Shivankuru Selvathurai, V. Ranjan Narayanasamy, Fiona Allen, Grace N’Guessan, Shamim Manji, Kandiah Thayaparan and Ahamed Amin.

1. Fire	Following the fire today at 26 Wesley Close, SG Members reflected on what a frightening experience it had been and how grateful they had been to the fire brigade for attending so promptly and for getting all the residents out safely. The estate caretakers had been very professional in helping residents vacate the block that was on fire. Residents had additionally supported one another on site.

2. Estate Repairs 
Ongoing leaks - Residents in 5 or 6 homes have independently complained about leaks within their flats. This has been ongoing for approximately 6 months. It was agreed this should be raised at the meeting with MP Gareth Thomas.

Dennis commented on how positive the walkabout had been. He said how wonderful it is to see the estate looking much cleaner. It was agreed that the caretakers have been working very hard to keep the estate clean and the SG wished to note their appreciation. 	

The SG said it would be helpful to have more regular estate walkabouts and they were looking forward to the next one.

3. Golden Group Tea - My Yard
Paddy highlighted a new regular event for people who want companionship or live on their own.
Golden Group Tea next Wednesday 23rd March 3-5pm Blue Check Restaurant 
Thereafter on the last Wednesday of the month. 
Paddy explained it is a fun event, with wonderful food, dancing and a variety of entertainment and next Wednesday there would be a quiz.

Anyone wishing to attend should contact Paddy directly as numbers are limited and transport can be organised if advance notice is given.



4. Community Needs Survey
Anthea Watkins is drafting a community needs survey, which the SG can thereafter encourage all residents to complete.										
5. MP’s meeting Monday 21st March 6.30pm at the Northolt Road Community Centre
It was agreed the meeting is primarily to support the temporary residents – with a particular concern being the poor quality of the homes that they are being moved into. Several SG members will attend and show solidarity by wearing the SG green t-shirts.
It was highlighted that the Nottinghill Genesis tenants have now been transferred over to LB Harrow and some of these tenants are unsure of their legal situation.
Wates Residential (HSDP) & Social Value - The SG are keen to understand the social value offer on Phase 2 & 3 of the Grange Farm redevelopment. The MP has also shown great interest in this matter.
Leaks, Rats, Mice, defective and inadequate lighting. are issues that affect many residents, both temporary and permanent and are likely to be brought up at the MP’s meeting.
`It was agreed it may be insensitive to raise the topic of disturbance payments for permanent residents and this item will be left until a future meeting. Raj was tasked with inviting the MP to a future SG meeting in particular to discuss the fairness of the Disturbance Payments for the flooring options.
6. Recycling household goods
The SG felt that appliances and other items from the permanent residents who are being relocated in Phase 1 would be useful to temporary residents. It was felt that the best way to find new homes for good condition and reusable items may be via the WhatsApp groups. The SG would like items to be repurposed rather than binned and wasted.
7. Vulnerable residents
The SG are aware of and wish to identify vulnerable residents so they can be offered appropriate support. One lady was identified and Raj will notify the council.  More may be identified as part of the community door-knock for completing the community needs survey.
8. Date Steering Group meeting: Thursday 31st March 2022 7pm at the British Legion.
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