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19.00 Thursday 22nd April 2021
Steering Group Meeting with Gareth Thomas, MP
Notes

SG Members: Rekha Mehta, Varsha Patel, Ranjan Narayanasamy, Fiona Allen, Shivakuru Selvathurai, Shazad Mohammed, Shobhana Shah and Francine Reid. 

HFTRA: Paddy Lynne. 
ITA: Raj Kumar, John Harvey and Rish Rahane. 
Guests: Gareth Thomas MP and Natalie Franklin. 
Apologies: Ken Wood, Daud Amin, Bill Beardon, Sharon Reid, Ghizlane Darugaa and Alison Coudray. 

1. Good news stories
a) Communal Door Repair - Varsha reported that the door in block 100 Wesley Close has now been fixed, which is great news. Rekha advised that the timing on the door entry system has now been changed and unauthorised people are no longing entering the block. 
b) New Attendees –Steering Group members were pleased to see that there were two new attendees at tonight’s meeting (Shobhana and Francine).
c) Grounds Maintenance – Fiona advised the estate had been cleaned really well and the grounds maintenance was looking pleasant. 
d) Phase 1 Construction – Gareth was really pleased to see that the construction of Phase One progressing (after a number of past delays) and the building works above ground were now visible. 

2. MP Discussion points
a) Parking – Varsha advised that on Wesley Close the parking issues have got worse and that not a single parking space was available recently. Gareth asked whether he thought the cars being parked there were from commuters into London, but Varsha advised that they are people who live on Dudley Road. There are vehicles which have been there for a very long time, Varsha advised she made numerous reports to DVLA and the council. Fiona add that she has seen people park their cars there and get the train from South Harrow station. Raj shared the parking issues previously reported by Ken, about regular parking in the Osmond Close parking areas by residents from the private blocks.

Gareth requested that SG members and other residents email him to report how bad the problem is and he will then contact the relevant people at the council. Natalie advised that the matter had been discussed previously and it was agreed that they would have to go through a controlled parking zone (CPZ)consultation. Gareth proposed that he would write to the residents asking for their opinion on CPZ’s and send out a survey. All SG members were in favour of this and advised that they will follow up the survey by door knocking. John Harvey will produce a draft survey for Gareth to include with his letter.

Raj reported Mary Hannington and Alison Pegg have been working behind the scenes to consider options, including controlled parking but at the moment the roads are public highways and anybody can park on them. Mary will provide some information on the options for introducing permit controlled parking which may not happen quickly and there will be costs that fall on Housing. SG members want to start the new Grange Farm on a positive note and not let this issue of parking continue until the new phase is completed. 
Rekha highlighted the fact that the new estate will have twice as many people living there and the parking issues needs to be resolved prior to the regeneration being completed. Ranjan would like to know the likely cost of the permits.
Gareth understands that parking is a massive issue and believes that the majority of the Borough will have controlled parking eventually, he encouraged SG members and even their families to email him their concerns regarding parking for him to present to the relevant people at the council.

b) ASB/Cuckooing – There have been multiple reports that drug dealing has taken off on the estate again. What has emerged is that there is a family and a few people linked to them that are at the centre of the activity and it appears they are taking over individual flats for illegal activities (cuckooing). Raj reported that Anthea had been proactively such ASB activities to colleagues with the council, including the ASB officer.

Gareth confirmed that he will present the reports to the Borough Commander for their attention. He also added that the Police officers who respond to MP enquiries are very familiar with Harrow and they know the Grange farm estate well. Gareth believes the Police will take matters seriously.

Erica encouraged the SG Members to make reports to the police and Crimestoppers and that this could be done anonymously, . Rachel and MyYard’s community activities were appreciated as diverting youngsters away from ASB.  Gareth assured SG members that he was aware that the funding for MyYard work had been secured. 

c) CCTV – Ranjan advised there is insufficient camera coverage on the vehicle entrance of the estate from Wesley Close. Gareth confirmed he will raise the matter with the council . 

3. AOB. 
a) Raj to contact Anthea and Salome regarding two properties that may be vacant and whether they had any information on anybody being rehoused there.  
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