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Grange Farm Steering Group (SG) Committee
Catch Up Meeting
    One Enterprise Ltd (Independent Tenant Advisor) 				      Wednesday 9th December 2015
Present: Ken Woods (Chair), Bill Beardon, Suraya Habibzay, Shivakuru Selvathurai, Dorothy Powell, Daud Amin, Fiona Allen, Sharon Reid, Kandiah Thayaparan, Varsha Patel, Rekha Mehta and Ann Witter.
Raj Kumar (One Enterprise Ltd).
Apologies: Aaron Burton, Victoria Vaughan, Rupen Gantra, Ranjan Narayanasamy and Juliana Nkansa.							
1.	(a)	Notes of previous meeting held on 18th November 2015 were agreed.	 	   (b)	Matters arising - awaiting “Promises” document from the Council.  						
2.	End of Year Update: 										      -	The SG thanked Ken Woods for his end of year update, which was warmly received. 		
3.	Training Assessment Form: 									      -	The training forms were recirculated for those SG members who had yet to return the 	forms. Bill Beardon explained the purpose of the forms are to identify training that 	would help build up confidence and skills of the SG members.			       -	(Reminder Kandiah Thayaparan, Daud Amin and Ranjan Narayanasamy should be 	attending a residential TPAS training course in Chester on 28th and 29th January.     	Paddy Lyne from HFTRA had kindly submitted the forms to TPAS and is awaiting 	the booking confirmation.
4.	Consultation Event with Hawkins/Brown and Adrian Lim from Peter Brett Associates:   -	The SG were pleased to see the large turnout for todays event and welcomed the 	presentations from Hawkins/Brown and Adrian Lim.  					      -	As there would be no direct gas supply to individual properties, residents would 		have to purchase electric cookers. The SG agreed that no resident should 		be out of pocket (disadvantaged) and many residents simply could not 			afford the cost of buying a replacement cooker. Therefore, it was proposed the 		Council should consider providing and installing electric cookers directly to 		each property, offer discounts on purchases (through a bulk purchase supplier) 		or compensate individual residents (for example one resident had recently 		purchased a new gas cooker at a cost of close to £500).	 			      -	It was important for the properties to be future proofed as much as possible. 	Therefore, with the new heating system it was essential to have connectivity to the 	internet, for example devices such as the British Gas “Hive” to be put in as standard.	In addition, lighting to be low energy such as LED (battery backed for any electric 	blackouts) and communal areas to have walk in sensitivity so lighting does not 	stay on all day. 				      						      -	Confirmation needed the Council will be securing a bulk energy purchase scheme 	to help ensure the new development of 500+ homes received the best energy tariffs.   -	The SG believes all residents will benefit from receiving more information about the 	proposed new communal heating system in the form of a video, newsletter, model 	demonstration, website or on-site visits. 							      -	The SG are keen to receive reassurances on the nature and type of contract to be put 	in place for the management of the new communal heating system, including 	warranties, 24 hour response times and contact details.
4.	Public Sector Cut Backs: 										- 	Raj Kumar reported on a number of significant Government announcements and 			proposed legislation, which was already impacting adversely on the Council’s 			finances. These include welfare reform (potentially higher rent arrears), one per cent 		rent reduction for the next four years (against actual costs that increase annually) and		for all councils to have to sell their most valuable housing stock to pay for the 			extended right to buy for housing association tenants. 
5.	Hub Sub-group Feedback: 									      -	Fiona Allen provided an update from the meeting held earlier in the day, which 		primarily had focused on the needs / requirements of the Cadets, Nursery and 		Carramea (for separate space, storage, offices, toilets, kitchen etc). 		      -	The community hall would have moveable walls that allow a smaller hall to be 	formed. The sub-group considered whether or not to have the hall floor marked up for 	supports activities. 								      		      -	No mention made at the sub-group meeting about - who would manage or own the 	Hub, the suggested non-use by religious groups, Grange Farm residents views about 	the use of the Hub (based on the survey) and on the provision of an outside caged 	sports areas for young people.   						      		      -	The SG will request a detailed update from the Council on the Hub proposals early 	on in the New Year.
6.	Traffic Survey: 												-	A detailed survey of the Grange Farm traffic flow will be taking place all day on 10th 		December.
7.	Dates for future meetings: 	   						 		      -	SG Wednesday 16th December, 18.30 (end of year catch up!)
	-	SG Wednesday 6th January 19.00 British Legion (Deputy Leader of the Council)
	-	SG Wednesday 13th January 19.00 British Legion
	-	SG Wednesday 20th January 19.00 British Legion (Provisionally booked)
	-	Open Meeting Thursday 21st January Northolt Road Community Centre (To look 	at the wider regeneration proposals for both sides of the Northolt Road). Time to be 	confirmed.
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